
(1) 

 

O9    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Benjamin Franklin 

Thomas Jefferson 

Two Chess Players Signing the Declaration of Independence on July 4th, 1776 

Queens vs. Kings: Why Women 

Chessplayers Should Have Equality 

With Men   BY DANIEL TAUBENBLAT 
Last month in St. Louis, Gata Kamsky the second 

highest rated US player (2808), won the 2011 US 

Championship title and a $42,000 prize.  At the same 

location, Anna Zatonskih the highest rated woman 

(2506), won the Women’s US Championship and an 

$18,000 prize. 
 

If chess is a game where you mostly think and doesn’t 

use the body’s muscles like other sports, why are the 

highest rated women often rated 200-300 points lower, 

and get less money in prizes?  In scholastic chess, such 

as at Tri-State Chess tournaments, girls and boys are 

equal.       ----CONTINUED ON PAGE 3---- 

Chess and the Founding Fathers: Franklin & Jefferson's Passion 

 for the Game     BY DANIEL TAUBENBLAT 

At the beginning of the summer we will celebrate a special birthday.  It is not the birthday of your friend or relative.  

On July 4th, 2011 our country the United States of America will be 235 years old.  Two hundred thirty five years 

ago, the leaders of our new country signed a very famous paper, the Declaration of Independence.  Many of these 

"Founding Fathers" played chess including the most famous signer Benjamin Franklin, and the man who wrote the 

Declaration, Thomas Jefferson. 

 
Benjamin Franklin was an unusual man who was interested in many 

different subjects and was successful in almost everything he tried.  

He was a printer, publisher, businessman, politician, and a scientist 

who flew a kite in a famous experiment to prove lightning is 

electricity.          ----CONTINUED ON PAGE. 3---- 
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Editor in Chief: Mark Kurtzman 

 MKurtzman@TriStateChess.com 

      

    

Managing Editor:  Daniel Taubenblat 

 d.taubenblat@att.net 

 

The CHESS EXCHANGE publishes quarterly.   

Single copies are available by mail for $4.95 + $1.00 

postage/delivery.  One year subscriptions are $19.95 

including postage & delivery. 

 
For ad rates contact Mark Kurtzman: 

MKurtzman@TriStateChess.com 

To Queenside Castle or not to Queenside Castle?   
That is the Question   BY DANIEL TAUBENBLAT 
 

When kids first learn about castling they often are still weak overall players without too much experience.  

They are often told to castle as soon as possible and on the side of the King or to castle Kingside or "SHORT".  

While a majority of the time this is sound advice for beginners, for players who either have played a few 

tournaments or are comfortable with all the pieces and basic rules an strategies of chess, when and how to 

castle can be very important and involves sometimes castling "LONG" or Queenside. 

 

Overall, queenside castling can be risky as it puts the King closer to the center of the board.  This risk must be 

looked at when thinking of the more special cases when queenside castling can work out. 

 

There are three basic reasons or board situations when you might want to castle queenside: 

 

KINGSIDE CASTLING IS NO LONGER AN OPTION 

Castling is an important move that can give one an instant defensive advantage.  However there are times when 

you are prohibited from castling on one side of the board.  If you move your king you cannot castle on either 

side.  However if you move a rook, you cannot castle on the side that the rook is on.  If you had to move your 

kingside rook you can only castle queenside.  You also cannot castle into check, out of check, or through a 

check.  If you have any of these situations on the kingside of the board you can probably only castle queenside. 
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White to Move. 

 

Here a queenside castle 

(O-O-O) leads to positional 

strength due to double rooks 

controlling the d file. 

POSITIONING YOUR ROOK  

Though Queenside castling is often harder (You must take out 

another piece (the queen) to clear the way between the King 

and the Rook), its final position leaves the rook with whom 

you castled without any pieces in front of it, which can be a 

strong attacking position.  As shown on the right, this can 

result sometimes in the rook controlling the whole "d" file.  If 

this strengthens your position, you should castle queenside. 

-                  ----CONTINUED ON PAGE 4 ----- 
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Chess and the Founding Fathers  (CONTINUED FROM THE FRONT PAGE) 

 

Franklin also enjoyed playing chess and even wrote a short essay called "The Morals of Chess."  Franklin 

was famous for his practical ideas for how to live and for creating expressions such as "Early to bed, early 

to rise keeps a man healthy wealthy and wise." In his chess essay, he delivered similar advice stressing the 

idea of doing to others (on the chessboard)  what you ideally wish them to do for you.  He mentions how 

chess players learn to be careful and use caution and think positively,  He warns about being unfair and 

even specifically tells players how "you shouldn't sing nor whistle . . nor make a tapping with your feet on 

the floor  . . to bother the other player while he 

is thinking." 

 
Franklin's friend and one of his most challenging 

chessboard rivals was Thomas Jefferson, who 

wrote the Declaration of Independence and later on 

became the third US president.  Jefferson loved to 

play chess  and owned several books on chess.  

Recently, at Jefferson's home Monticello, which he 

designed and built, archeologists poking through 

Jefferson's garbage found two small round balls, 

each about the size of two marbles.   
Jefferson's House (Monticello) Designed by him! 

At first they had no idea what they were.  

However, one of the archeologists must have been a chess player when she shouted excitedly "Egads, 

Eureka, those are the tops of pawns."  Given Jefferson's great sense of humor, Jefferson might have even 

 broken off the heads of the pawns in front of his 

opponent or the person with whom he was 

playing.  It is easy to picture him saying to an 

opponent like Franklin "now that we played a 

standard game, let's take away a few pawns to 

make it more fun! 

 
Jefferson's Pawns 

Queens vs. Kings  (CONTINUED FROM THE FRONT PAGE) 
' 

But even at our tournaments, parents and kids too tend to look at chess as a game for boys.  In families where 

brothers and sisters play it is rare where the sister will be the better player.  Her brothers often will receive 

most of the parents’ support, especially for becoming a higher level player and even for starting out as a 

beginner. 

 

The real reason for there being so few women Grandmasters can be traced back to when kids first start to play.   

In a famous 1986 study of why there are so few women at the top of the chess world,  Chabris and Glickman 

show that the answer is in the numbers; boys are starting out at chess in much greater numbers. 

 

Though top woman players like Susan Polgar are trying to reverse this trend encouraging more girls to start out 

with chess through special all girls teams and events, there are similar cultural forces that keep women on a 

separate track as they get older. 

  

Women's Chess at its highest level is still dominated by players from countries from the former soviet union 

like, Russia, Armenia, and Azerbaijan.  The current US Champion for example is Anna Zatonskih  

(born and raised in the Ukraine) who just won her fourth US Champion Title two weeks ago in a match against 

Tatev Abrahamyan (born and raised in Armenia.).  
  

Though these and other top women players now live in the US, their country of origin is very important.  

Culturally, the countries of the former Soviet Union have more traditional views of men and women. 

---CONTINUED ON PAGE 4--- 
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1 d4 Nf6 17 e5 Rfe8 

2 c4 d5 18 Rhe1 Rad8 

3 cxd5 Nxd5 19 f5 Qe7 

4 e4 Nf6 20 Qg5 Nd5 

5 Bd3 e5 21 f6 Qf8 

6 dxe5 Ng4 22 Bc4 Nxc3 

7 Nf3 Nc6 23 Rxd8 Rxd8 

8 Bg5 Be7 24 fxg7 Nxa2+ 

9 Bxe7 Qxe7 25 Kb1 Qe8 

10 Nc3 Ncxe5 26 e6 Be4+ 

11 Nxe5 Qxe5 27 Ka1 f5 

12 h3 Nf6 28 e7+ Rd5 

13 Qd2 Bd7 29 Qf6 Qf7 

14 Qe3 Bc6 30 e8=Q+ 1-0 

15 0-0-0 0-0    

16 f4 Qe6    

 

D I S C O U N T 

 C O U P O N 
 

 20% OFF 
 Any Purchase at 

 

 

325 East 88th Street 

New York, NY 10128 
 

Expires: August1, 2011 
Chronos clocks excluded 

 

Queens vs. Kings (CONTINUED FROM Pg. 3) 
' 

There was no feminist movement on a national scale in 

these countries that was like the movement in this 

country in the late sixties and seventies. They are 

therefore used to the traditional attitudes towards 

women that support a separation for women at chess' 

professional level. 

 

With cultural forces keeping girls from starting chess 

and others keeping them from being equal at the top 

levels, what is a good solution?   

 

Perhaps encouraging separate girls events can help 

bring in greater numbers of girls to the game.  

However, once they climb to higher levels they should 

be allowed to compete equally. 

 

By getting rid of any separate older women's track for chess, girls would have an equal "bridge" to higher 

level chess where there would be equal opportunity at the highest level.  We look forward someday, not 

too far in the future to seeing a  special women chess player's name followed by two words only: World 

Champion! 

 

Queenside Castling   (CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2) 
 

STORMING PAWNS  

If your opponent castles first Kingside, you might want to castle queenside so you can use your pawns to attack 

your opponent's king without weakening your own castle.  If you plan to use pawns to attack, castling on the same 

side as your opponent can be costly as you must convert your pawns from a defensive role to offensive soldiers.   

The diagram on the right 

shows a good example from 

the 1925 game between 

Alekhine and Marshall.  

Here Alekhine's earlier 

queenside castle (move 15)  

allows him great flexibility 

in attacking (Storming) 

Marshall's King and castled 

pieces here after move 21   

f6 

 

These three basic ideas are a 

good beginner's foundation 

for understanding the 

Queenside castle.  Try them 

out, you will begin to see 

that sometimes the extra 

effort of the Queenside 

castle is well rewarded. 
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Alekhine vs. Marshall 
Baden Baden 1925  (after 21  f6) 
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Arpad Elo 

Chess Ratings:  The Inside Scoop 

on How USCF Provisional Ratings 

Are Calculated    BY DANIEL TAUBENBLAT 

 

As soon as kids start playing in tournaments they hear 

about "ratings" or how players are assigned a number 

which shows their relative skill level.  When registering 

for Tri-State Chess tournaments, you also deal with 

ratings even if it is just to understand that you don’t have 

one yet when figuring out in which section you will 

play. 

 

The modern rating system is about 50 years old and was 

created by Arpad Elo, a physics professor who had a 

passion for chess.  Elo's system known as ELO rating, is 

based around the simple idea that two players with the 

same rating that play many games will each win ideally 

half the time or 50% of those games that are not draws. 

 

When players ratings differ this 50% win rate changes 

and in the US, when the better player wins ~91% of the 

time the rating change is set at 400 points.  For example, 

a player rated at 1100 should win 91% of  his games 

with a player rated at 700. 

 

 For regular chess tournaments [not Blitz or Mail (correspondence) chess], the US Chess Federation calculates two 

types of ratings, "provisional" for a players first 25 games, and after 25 games "established" ratings.  As most of 

our players have questions on their initial ratings and 25 games covers six tournaments (four games/tournament), 

we will focus on the detail for "provisional" ratings. 

 

Provisional ratings are fairly simple in that the number 400 plays a central role and the rating of the person you 

play is key.  For the next 25 games, if you win, your interim rating becomes the rating of the other player plus 400 

points, if you lose your interim rating becomes the rating of the other person minus 400 points. If you get a draw 

your interim rating becomes the same as the person with whom you had a draw.  Interim ratings are then averaged 

to come up with your provisional rating.  The table below shows an example from a pretend new player's (Derrick 

Zwetchkenstein's) 1
st
 tournament at PS9 on April 10th.  ----CONTINUED ON PAGE 7---- 

 

Player:  Derrick Zwetchkenstein      

DATE: 4/10/2010      

Tournament : PS9      

ROUND # RESULT Rating of other Player Derrick's Interim Rating Running 

Avg. 

1 WIN 1200 1200+400=1600 1600 

2 LOST 1620 1620-400=1220 1410 

3 DRAW 1370 1370 1397 

4 LOST 1840 1840-400=1440 1408 

     

 USCF PROVISIONAL RATING = (Avg of 1600, 1220, 1370, 1440) 1408 
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1)  Number showing how strong  particular player is  1)  A row on the chessboard 

2)  Country where chess was supposedly invented  3)  Attacking two or more pieces at the same time 

3)  Shortest possible checkmate and game   4) A draw when the king is not in check and it and any of its 

            other pieces can't move 

5)  To write down a chess game         6)  Number of times a move must be repeated for the  

             game to be a draw 

8)  Used to keep track of time at tournaments  9)  To attack the king 

10) A tie in chess      10)  Weak pawns on the same file 

12)  Moves straight up and down, side to side,   11) A column on the chessboard  

        any number of squares    13)  Change a pawn to a queen 

14)  Castling LONG     14)  Moves both like a bishop and a rook 

15)  How a chess player wins    16)  Knight points for each side at the start 

16)  An attack on a valuable piece which must   17)  Player who moves first 

       move allowing the less valuable pieced behind it  19)  Smallest number of pawns you need to have left to win 

        to be taken      20)  It moves one square straight two squares straight turn  

18)  One way out of check    22)  A way out of check  

21)  _____  Passant     24)  In theory, total number of queens one could have in a game 

22)  How many squares a pawn can move when it is on 25)  Abbreviation for the highest title in chess besides world            

 rank 2 (white) or rank 6 (black)          champ                     

23)  Typical place for beginners to castle   26)  In points a rook and two pawns    

28)  When you're out of it in a tournament, you can lose 27)  Number of boards for ten kids 

29)  Number of pieces one side starts with  

30)  Number of pawns at the start 

31)  The four middle squares 

32)  Current world champ    

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

(6) 

1

1 
2

1 
7

1 
9

1 
10 

3

1 

4

1 
5

1 
6

1 
8

1 

23 24 25 

27 28 

26 

12 11 13 

14 15 

16 17 18 19 20 

21 22 
 

29 30 

31 32 

LexiChess   BY 
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Chess Ratings (CONTINUED FROM PAGE 7)\ 

 

After a player competes 25 games in tournaments they receive an "Established" rating.  This is then adjusted in 

a more complicated way, using a player's score each round (1=win, 0=loss, ½=draw).  We will look at how  

Established ratings are calculated in the next issued of The Chess Exchange newsletter. 

 

Ratings in chess range from about 100 for real beginners up to 2500-2800 for the most advanced players.  

Higher level players are also awarded titles by FIDE the international chess association.  Players with a 2500 

rating for instance, are eligible to apply for the Grandmaster title which also involves playing successfully  in 

special tournaments with other grandmasters (norms). 

 

Gary Kasparov the former world champion still holds many records connected to his former rating including: 

 

 In January 1990 Kasparov achieving the (then) highest FIDE rating ever, passing 2800 and breaking 

Bobby Fischer's old record of 2785.  

 

 On the July 1999 and January 2000 FIDE rating lists Kasparov reached a 2851 Elo rating, the highest 

rating ever achieved. 

 

 There was a time in the early 90s when Kasparov was over 2800 and the only person in the 2700s was 

Anatoly Karpov. 

 

 According to the unofficial Chessmetrics calculations, Kasparov was the highest rated player in the 

world continuously from February 1985 until October 2004. 

 

 He also holds the highest all-time average rating over a 2 (2877) to 20 (2856) year period and is second 

to only Bobby Fischer's (2881 vs 2879) over a one-year period. 

 

Though players closer to Kasparov's remarkable chess ratings records and at the highest levels of chess often 

think about their rating and those of their colleagues, it is better for beginners to not worry too much about their 

rating.  New players especially who will receive a provisional ratings for some time, should focus instead on 

getting used to other aspects of tournament play.  It is far more important to learn how to do your best in the 

excitement and competition of a tournament setting both to win the right way and when it happens, how to lose 

or handle losses. 

 

From the Daily Telegraph 
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MATE 
IN ONE  

MATE 
IN TWO  

MATE IN 
THREE 

White to Move for 
all Puzzles 
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 SOLUTIONS 
 

To the previous issue’s (Feb. 2011) PUZZLERS 

Qa3#   Ra8# 

1. Re7+  Nxe7  2.Nd6#  1. Nd7+  Ka8  2.  Nb6# 

1. Bh1  f4  2. Bxe4  f3  3. Bxb7# 

1. Qg8+  Kh6  2. Qdf8+  Qg7  3. Qh8# or 3. Qxg7# 
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 CLASSIFIEDS 

WE TEACH PUBLIC SPEAKERS HOW TO CONVEY 
THEIR INTELLIGENCE AND PASSION WHILE 

DELIVERING MESSAGES WITH IMPACT 

From managing PowerPoint and nerves to taking command of any room with confidence, NWK handles all aspects of 

building persuasive presentations. Private and group training. www.NWKconsultants.com (646) 321-9821 

 

1676 First Avenue   Open 7 days A Week 
Between 87th and 88th Street  Mon-Fri 10am-9pm 
New York, NY  10128   Sat 10:30am-8pm 

OPEN  Sun 11am-7pm 

 Bring in this coupon for: 
 

10% OFF ANY PURCHASE 

Greater Than $25 

at reasonable rates from a highly experienced chess instructor and coach who has worked for 

chess-in-the-schools, tristate chess, kingsborough community college, the brooklyn public library, 

the manhattan beach jewish center, hannah senesh community day school, the jewish community 

center,and the former manhattan chess club in addition to private lessons. 

 •••  Call Ian Fleischman at 347-628-6924 or e-mail:  ianfchessteacher@yahoo.com  ••• 
 

FREE ICE CREAM 
With this COUPON 
245 East 93rd Street    New York, NY 10128 

245 East 93rd Street 

New York, NY 10128 

646.596.8566 
 

 

Scholastic Chess Coach 
----------  Private Lessons  -------- 

Michael Karon  •  (347) 757-8324 

http://www.nwkconsultants.com/
mailto:ianfchessteacher@yahoo.com
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PS 116

January 17, 2011 

137 Players 

 

K-1 

LUKE PHILIPS 4.0 

 

Primary 

MOSES WEINTRAUB 4.0 

MEYER LEVINSON-BLOUNT 4.0 

 

Reserve 

JAMIE NICOLAS 4.0 

ADIEN MCGORRY 4.0 

 

Classic 

SAM POZNER 3.5 

CURTIS MOTULSKY 3.5 

 

Open 

KAI KRONBER 4.0 

 

Championship 

RAVEN STURT 3.0 

PS 6

January 23, 2011 

95 Players 

 

Under 600 

DANIEL JINLIN YIN 4.0 

SACHA SLOAN 4.0 

 

Under 1000 

DIVIJ JAIN  4.0 

THEO GEORGE KOGAN 4.0 

 

Open 1 

JONATHAN ZANG 3.0 

ANTOINE LEONELLI 3.0 

ERIC ZHANG 3.0 

 

Open 2 

OMNI BERGNER-PHILLIPS 

 

Open 3 

MAXWELL BEEM 2.5 

JANE ZHANG BENJAMIN YAO 3.5 

SHAAN DAVE 3.5 

SAR Academy Chess 

Championship VII

January 23, 2011 

105 Players 

 

Beginner 

ELIOT LEVIN 4.0 

 

Novice 

JACOB SCHORSCH 4.0 

 

Reserve 

JAZMINE CUELLO 4.0 

 

Primary 

DAVID YAGUDAYEV 4.0 

JONATHAN KATZMAN 4.0 

 

Championship 

LEROY RIGBY 4.0 

JETER CUELLO 4.0 

PS 41

February 5, 2011 

18 Players 

 

Primary 

GABRIREL MARKOWITZ 4.0 

 

Reserve 

HENRY SNOWDON 4.0 

 

PS 77

February 6, 2011 

101 Players 

 

K-1 

MILES OPULAUOHO 4.0 

 

Primary 

AKIRA NAKADA 4.0 

 

Reserve 

ELLIS PINSKY 4.0 

HARUKI IZUMI 4.0 

 

Classic 

EVAN KAUFFMANN 3.5 

 

Open 

FLORIZELLE SONGCO 4.0 

 

Championship 

RAVEN STURT 2.5 

KASSA KORLEY 2.5 

Hunter 

February 13, 2011 

154 Players 

 

Future Masters 

ALEX EISENSTEIN 3.0 

 

Championship 

HUGH CHAPIN 4.0 

 

Reserve 

NICHOLAS NEU 4.0 

JAMIE NICOLAS 4.0 

 

Booster 

ALEXANDER PELLITTERI 3.5 

 

Primary 

JULIA FREITAG 4.0 

OLIVER RYAN KANDERS 4.0 

Park East Chess Championship I

February 13, 2011 

127 Players 

 

Beginner 

JESSICA RATTRAY 4.0 

 

Novice 

ELAN SHETREAT-KLEIN 4.0 

DARNELL SMITH 4.0 

CHARLES FINE 4.0 

 

Reserve 

CARL TRISCARI 4.0 

MEIR BRODER-SCHULSINGER 4.0 

 

Primary 

BENJAMIN COLE 4.0 

 

Championship 

SEAN SOOKRAM\ 4.0 

PS 116

March 20, 2011 

141 Players 

 

K-1 

EILEEN YE  4.0 

JAY HENRY  4.0 

 

Primary 

AKIRA NAKADA 4.0 

DARREN LI JUNG 4.0 

 

\Reserve 

AMIR SAABNEH 4.0 

 

Classic 

BENJI WEINSTEIN 3.5 

BENJAMIN YAO 3.5 

SHAAN DAVE 3.5 

 

Open 

FLORIZELLE SONGCO 4.0 

 

Championship 

RAVEN STURT 3.0 

PS 116

February 20, 2011 

100 Players 

 

K-1 

JESSICA RATRAY 4.0 

 

Primary 

QIAN ZHOU  4.0 

 

Reserve 

ZACHARY MORRIS 4.0 

 

Classic 

MAX SELENDRY 4.0 

 

Open 

DANIEL MINTZ 3.5 

JEFFERY RODRIGUEZ JR 3.5 

 

Championship 

KASSA KORLEY 3.0 

PS 6

March 13, 2011 

81 Players 

 

Under 600 

ROBERT WANG 4.0  4.0 4.0 4.0 

 

Under 1000 

ALISA CRAVEN 4.0 4.0 

 

Open 1 

LUCIAN HICKS 3.0 

GABRIEL JOSEPH 3.0 

JONATHAN WONG 3.0 

 

Open 2 

TRISTAN SOLLECITO 4.0 

 

Open 3 

DANIEL MINTZ 2.5 

HUDSON BEAUDOIN 2.5 

ARJUN GARG 2.5 

Rodeph Sholom  

Chess Championship IV

March 13, 2011 

134 Players 

 

Beginner 

BENJAMIN MEDINA 4.0 

 

Novice 

WILBUR HERNANDEZ 4.0 

EITAN LINHART 4.0 

 

Reserve 

MALICKE COLE 4.0 

 

Primary 

MEYER LEVINSON-BLOUNT 4.0 

 

Championship 

SEAN SOOKRAM\ 4.0 

Hunter 

April 3, 2011 

154 Players 

 

Future Masters 

LIAM GLASS  3.0 

BRANDON HUANG 3.0 

 

Championship 

TARASN IDNANI 4.0 

 

Reserve 

JAMIE NICOLAS 4.0 

CHRISTIAN CHANDY 4.0 

 

Booster 

THIBAULT VIGNON 4.0 

 

Primary 

HANNAH GILBERT 4.0 

CAROL CHEN 4.0 

PS 9 Chess Championship III 

April 10, 2011 

157 Players 

 

Beginner 

MARK APTERMAN 4.0 

ALEXI FANE-SCHLENKER  4.0 

 

Novice 

GRANT CAILE 4.0 

DANIEL KLONER 4.0 

TIMOTHY BREDTT 4.0 

NIKHIL DENATALE 4.0 

 

Reserve 

OTTAVIO PASQUINI 4.0 

 

Primary 

NOAH FAWER 4.0 

 

Championship 

SEAN SOOKRAM\ 4.0 

PS 116

April 10, 2011 

140 Players 

 

K-1 

JACK LEHMAN 4.0 

 

Primary 

MATTHEW KUE 4.0 

ALEX PAIVA  4.0 

 

Reserve 

THEO MCGRATH 4.0 

NICOLAS CIVANTOS 4.0 

 

Classic 

HARRIS LENCZ 3.5 

THOMAS PANNETT 3.5 

BRYCE DEMOPOULOS 3.5 

 

Open 

GEORGE CHACHKES 3.5 

 

Championship 

KASSA KORLEY 3.0 

PS 41

April 30, 2011 

20 Players 

 

Primary 

HARRISON BECKLER 4.0 

 

Reserve 

GABRIEL MARKOWITZ 4.0 

 

PS 6

May 1, 2011 

120 Players 

 

Under 600 

GRANT CAILE 4.0  4.0 4.0 4.0 

 

Under 1000 

RYDER HENRY 4.0 

WILLIAM HIRASAWADAS 4.0 

WILLIAM CLARKE 4.0 

 

Open 1 

JAMIE NICOLAS 3.5 

ZACHARY MORRIS 3.5 

 

Open 2 

TAKAYUKI ISHIKAWA 4.0 

 

Open 3 

JULIAN CHING WANG 2.5 

PS 158 Chess Championship XIV  May 15, 2011       157 Players 

 

Beginner 

SEBASTIAN TORREY 3.5 

 

Novice 

ADAM AVNET 4.0 

ARDEN YUM 4.0 

 

Reserve 

JOSEPH FIGUEROA 4.0 

OTTAVIO PASQUINI 4.0 

 

Primary 

JACK MARCUS 4.0 

 

Championship 

SHAWN COBB 4.0 

 
Grand Prix Rules 

To promote tournament chess in the New York City area, Tri-State Chess will introduce new “Grand Prix” prizes where top 5 finishers in ALL sections of 
Tri-State Chess tournament receive special “Grand Prix” points. At the end of the season players can turn their Grand Prix points into prizes as if they were 

cash at Tri-State’s concession stands at tournaments or at the Chess Exchange store at  
325 E. 88 Street between 1st and 2nd Ave. New York, NY   (212) 289-5997 

 For every section of each tournament the top five finishers will get the following “Grand Prix” points: 
 

 1st Place=10; 2nd Place=6; 3rd Place=4; 4th Place=2, 5th Place=1 
 

If players are tied in rank they will evenly split the total points for the tied finish. 
For example, three players tied for first would split the total points for 1st-3rd place (20) and each would get 6.7 points. 
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STANDING NAME PRIZE PTS 

1st Place BENJAMIN COLE $500 26.00 

2nd Place JAMARI LEE $350 18.53 

3rd-4th Place ADAM CROMAN $200 18.00 

3rd-4th Place ZACHARY YU $200 18.00 

5th-6th Place VANESSA CARRASQUILLO $50 16.00 

5th-6th Place ERICBERN MARTINEZ $50 16.00 

7th Place LEROY RIGBY PLAQUE+

BOOK 
13.68 

8th Place SHARIKA HASAN PLAQUE+

BOOK 
12.33 

9th Place ANGEL MEJIA PLAQUE+

BOOK 
10.43 

10th Place MAX KOHN PLAQUE+

BOOK 
10.20 

# NAME SCHOOL PTS 

 
1 SEAN SOOKRAM 

 
M.S. 15  42.92 

 
2 OTTAVIO PASQUINI Lycee Francais 18.00 
 

3 ERICBERN MARTINEZ P.S. 279 16.25 
 

4 BENJAMIN COLE RAMAZ 15.91 
 

5 KENNETH RODRIGUEZ P.S. 226 15.17 
 

6 MICHAEL LEVINSON P.S. 278 14.67 
 

7 MEYER LEVINSON-BLOUNT SAR Academy 14.08 
 

8 ANGEL MEJIA P.S. 226 13.00 
 

9 ADAM AVNET Rodeph Sholom 12.71 
 

10 JOHANN HATZIUS P.S. 9 12.17 

TRI-STATE CHESS  

GRAND PRIX 

PRIZES: 

 

 
Top 25 Grand Prix point leaders will 
be listed in each newsletter.  Grand 
Prix Point Standings can always be 
found online at our website.  At the 

end of the season, the top five 
players with the most Grand Prix 

points will be presented with: 

GIANT $$-CASH-$$ 

certificates to be used at 

Tri-State stores in the 

amounts of: 

 

1st $500 BONUS Certificate 
 

2nd $350 BONUS Certificate 
 

3rd $250 BONUS Certificate 
 

4th $150 BONUS Certificate 
 

5th $100 BONUS Certificate 
 

PLUS: 

A special 

personalized  

Grand Prix 

engraved plaque  

Plaques and a book prize of the 

players choice also  

 will be awarded for 6th - 1Oth 

place finishers  

These awards will be presented 

at the first 2011-12 tournament 

 

CURRENT GRAND PRIX STANDINGS 
2010-2011  

]l~ ęjpl}Ö~ 

20 09 -  2010  


